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Met Office and Community Resilience



The Met Office 

UK’s national meteorological service 
HQ based in Exeter

Critical weather services and

world-leading climate science – help 

people and organisations make better 

decisions to stay safe and thrive

A key duty is to warn and inform the 
public and emergency responders –
ahead, during and post severe weather
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Civil Contingency Services Public Services Data Services

International 
Commitments

National Capability
National Severe Weather 

Warning Service

Public Weather Service
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Community Resilience

• Information to help you and your community plan, prepare, respond and 

recover from  severe weather

• https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/services/government/environmental-hazard-

resilience/community-resilience 

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/services/government/environmental-hazard-
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National Severe Weather Warning Service
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Main Features NOW

Very Low Low Medium High
Impact and advice 

applying to ALL SEVERE 

WEATHER

On the whole, day to day 
activities not affected but 

some localised, small 
scale impacts occur

A few transport routes 
affected.

Some short lived 
disruption to day to day 

routines in affected areas

Incidents dealt with 
under‘ business as 
usual' response by 

emergency services

Some transport routes 
and travel services 

affected. 

Some journeys require 
longer travel times.

.

Injuries with danger to 
life

Disruption to day to day 
routines and activities.

Short-term strain on 
emergency responder 

organisations.

Transport routes and 
travel services affected. 

Longer journey times 
expected. Some vehicles 

and passengers 
stranded.

Disruption to some 
utilities and services.

Damage to buildings and 
property.

Danger to life

Prolonged disruption to 
day to day routines and 

activities

Prolonged strain on 
emergency responders

organisations.

Transport routes and 
travel services affected 
for a prolonged period. 

Long travel delays. 
Vehicles and passengers 
stranded for long periods.

Disruption to utilities and 
services for a prolonged 

period.

Extensive damage to 
buildings and property.

Rain

Thunderstorm

Lightning

Fog

Ice

Wind

Snow

Up to 7-days ahead

Extreme Heat
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Impact Matrix
Likelihood and Impact are plotted onto a Weather Impact Matrix

Plotting the Likelihood against the Impact allocates the warning a colour.  
The location of the tick in the box is the important element NOT the colour!

Likelihood of 
impacts 

occurring

Level of impacts 
Expected
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Locate the tick!
It is very important that you look to see where the 

tick is on the matrix.  Yellows are not all the same!

Low impacts – short 
lived response / 

impacts – mostly BAU 
(business as usual)

✓

✓

Medium/High 
impacts / prolonged 
response – risk to 

life?

✓

✓
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Rural CoastalUrban

Assessing the risk

Location

Current conditions
Plenty Deficit

Time of day/

week/year
Quiet Busy Summer Winter
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Headline:
(<140 characters)

What to Expect: 
Likely impacts

Validity Time

Weather Element 
and colour

Impact Matrix 
Further Details

Issue Date/Time
Update Date/Time

Area/s Covered



Monitoring Warnings
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Importance of keeping up to date:

• allows us to be proactive rather than reactive

• gives us a early heads-up of what is coming

• enables us to prepare and put plans into 
place


